
predisposing cause may originate, it is certain that excitement hastens
the change. Yours respectful!) E. R. Smilie.

Boston, June 26th, 1851.

HOSPITALS IN CONSTANTINOPLE.
FROM THE EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE OF THIS JOURNAL.

I visited one of the largest hospitals, exclusively the property of the
Greeks, just beyond the Seven Towers, on passing through the gate
beyond Stamboul. It is immensely large, in the form of a Greek cross
on the ground—having four wings diverging from a centre. They were
but one story high, and finished within by wood ceilings. Surrounding
the whole, is a wall. Four hundred patients are accommodated, if ne-
cessary, at a time, entirely by the charitable contributions of their be-
nevolent countrymen. The institution reflects honor on those who have
thus created and sustained it under all the hardships and oppressions to
which they have been subjected by their political masters, the Turks.
Over the head of each bed was the name of the incumbent, his disease,
&.C, as in all other similar establishments in Europe. The wards were

quite long, the bedsteads mostly iron, and an air of comfort, quiet and
good order reigned throughout. No marked cases of surgery were referred
to—nor, indeed, were any anomalies in disease discovered in traversing
the apartments. Two wards were devoted to the insane—one for males
and the other for females. When 1 first entered the office and express-
ed a wish to examine the charity, permission was given, and a mere boy
sent to show the way. On expressing a wish to enter where the luna-
tics were confined, some reluctance was manifested, but the young man

yielded to earnest importunity, though he positively refused to lead me
to the wing where the females were located. Not more than forty, in
all, were under the care of the hospital. All the males were lying on
their mattrasses upon the floor, wearing iron collars about their necks,
from whence a chain extended to a strong staple in the floor. They
were far enough asunder to prevent interference with each other. A
boy of about 15, heavily laden in this manner, in one corner, was
imagined to be a furious maniac, as an apology for his confinement. A
wound on the side of his head might have been an injury inflicted on
himself in a paroxysm of fury. On returning to the office, two of the
directors being present, the inquiry was made why we wished so urgently
to see the house. I then made known my profession, and further ob-
served, that having come so great a distance it would be a subject ofdeep regret not to be permitted to examine one of the best-conducted
hospitals in Constantinople—a privilege never denied a medical traveller
in any part of Europe or America. Having discovered that I was from
the latter country, they were extremely polite. Sherbet was brought in,
soon followed by coffee, and they then, with apologies, accompanied
me to the wards of the female lunatics. Their treatment was similar
to the others. The improved system of kindness and indulgence has
not yet been introduced anywhere in this country. The Greeks will
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do it first, if it is ever sanctioned at all, for their intelligence, and ambi-
tion to avail themselves of the wisdom that distinguishes foreign coun-

tries, are apparent. Although out of place, I will here remark that in
the neighborhood of Beyroot, the Monks have possession of a cave in
which maniacs are shut up, while the holy impostors exorcise the devils
who have possession of their unhappy patients. Such is the reputa-
tion of the place, that lunatics are invariably carried there from great
distances, if the efforts are unsuccessful, they are then sometimes dis-
posed to consult physicians. Dr. De Forest will probably communicate
an account of this farcical, and, no doubt, often cruel management,
which renders a further description here unnecessary. Sign. Dr. Pietro
and Sign. Dr. Alexandra are the medical and surgical visiters of this
hospital in Constantinople. Sign. Fani Zahiero and Sign. Georgio papi
Lambrinardo are the immediate directors. The other hospitals do not
differ essentially from [this, beyond the fine external appearance which
the funds of the government enables the soldiers' hospital to assume.

SMALLPOX IN THE SEVENTH MONTH OF PREGNANCY.

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir,—I was called, recently, to attend a young married lady, who, I
was informed, had been suffering intense pain for the twenty-four hours
previous. 1 found the patient with hot skin, dry red tongue, high arte-
rial excitement ; pulse 1 10 per minute, full ; severe pain in the head and
back, and in the seventh month of pregnancy. Prescribed leeches to
the temples, and hyd. and jalap, ää gr. x., followed with saline draught,
and diaphoretics. Jn about thirty hours pustules made their appear-
ance, and continued until the case assumed the appearance of genuine
smallpox. She passed through the various stages favorably, and conva-
lesced as rapidly as usual,save a slight ophthalmia, which retarded some-

what the cure, went her full time, and gave birth to a fine, plump,
healthy girl, without the least appearance of its having had the disease.
Vaccination had no effect upon it.

Query.—Can the mother, during the last months of pregnancy, go
through with smallpox and not infect the child in utero? If so infected,
will there not be unmistakable evidence upon the skin ? or does exclusion
of light and air prevent scarring, and thereby leave a smooth surface ?
Will some of your numerous readers inform us? S. F. Parcher.
East Boston, June 20th, 1851.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, JULY 2, 1851.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
Vienna.—Vienna equals, if it does not excel, any city heretofore visited

in Europe, on the score of neatness and order. The public squares are
 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 

The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at SAN DIEGO (UCSD) on June 22, 2016. 
 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


